, he . : hn ry! * ons 
i a y é h Rg { 2 “3 s ait ‘ ing an : * . mast Sree hake 4 my P ‘ — 6s . ; . ur —on 
/ > gy ete : ; FT pile is OTe Ee, ars ee : Zz Ma? 1 Derg Ah 1 * oF 4 +. ane iat. 2 5 ae a aa : ee ieee oh Are rot a cy ee tr! a) +4 
-_—- eas Re Ma Ph ee ey ee M — n.d a eae 4 WN Gat oe ye Te “2 oe i Be) ee tay 2 ae ae *', Vee 3A te 4 DF tee AS LY a i es ae Mie FOE oe eee ee ah gr SY, ye Sl aeee ' 
PO LO ROE Ber Re ee MET Et. ee, ee ore ees an Ag we er gh ee eT ee Be ae! Me RET, ey fase ek ae a oe, He eae sii a Se ee ay ir od oat Fees ges Ae UT APS ore nee pen as ik tgh Pk 4 a stg ae aN Re 2 Ore 3 ey 
ae re FEM sh ee fy OR a ee ee “ue ‘ de hg as ees ae.” we = NEL we apaaiiies Tae eo ae a * Na Sela ioc oe ~ — ey gh Reciliiea- puroXiadreime 6 eee Cn MO RPE 8 Sig MSS MBO heen, SE ee ee ae Tg peg BR as oe OE hat x ii” ae ade AMR Lae SS Shee et Dl RS ea CY oo ame 
‘ fd © MR ae ee te OT a ea * ’ ah op ti he i of: : + eS a ees ht. yD ee eee a, Uwe iain Tee Ce tae ree i I angel —tsrnete y Sti te 2 as & ey Lee YS lol pe A ST OT Ne tak 4 2 ae Mt .: Seg. 9 G0.) ee Jety? ait, bet 
PR eS ieee ee ye he ML Ny aetna jie \ a Bai > Na thoy Bien ek ae PR Ba dae tile eae ie a een ae ER ee Sh ct aM see ROO SR 6 ET SOM. IN So ase A DR TR ge. aN Lee ram 
ie ae, Oat . . yey ag re ike, py Pe Bs J = aa . 2 | . : +m 7 vy I i, Te mao “™ festa. i oe ¥ :g . FB od “iy oe Sar *® « : ig he. A, - * VAS ty fe +g +4 et d y Lat, Fe oe, g : Ley © FN in > 4 28 2 bee Fick . a5 ‘ B: ; ee “! Veer? PLL 
oS ee . 4% ie 7. A ’ _ e 4 J ies > - Psat . 4 pi $s a At Rie Me 4 Ss - . * Me a4 ah Ae.0 hee *, 5 ‘ Bath 5 i 
ay ai »? * 2 PERI ; iy. > Bee . ; , a ae ne 4 F ; . ee. MiP de 30 Sct ieee x Aan PE a i et % bid : ‘er OE EIEN RN st AN Se? gana sgt « 
2s : 5 ‘ ga PT ph ; ; i : J a 7 “.- : ; sf9 P * BS PE te b ’ : : (aS A res 
* . . oe s SM ww J ‘ , \ ; x . fi 5 i; ’ e. ‘ * see Y tele 4 ’ 
be : i * & - > .¥ "ag ee ’ 
“ ; " . ‘ : ; ; re Pe at 
’ . ; R 2 24 " 3 4 
. * “_ ; - “” . ,* Py x 


CONFIDENTIAL.) _ REPORT No. 17 of 1679. 


or 


NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR THE 


Week ending the 26th April 1879. 


_ 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


; SR 
A 
————O'/™/~™ 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication.. Pon ny oad ve! Dates of. pepers eaptves and examined 


BENGALI. 
Monthly. 


1 |“*Bharat Shramajivi” ...  ......| Barahanagar ios 4,000 
2 | Gramvarta shika”’ a ... | Comercolly ae 200 


Weekly. 


‘Ananda Bazar Patrika”’ . «vs | Caloutta ee seeeee | 22nd April 1879. 


‘‘ Bharat Mihir” i st rt ne 658 {15th ditto. 
‘¢ Bengal Advertiser” _... tas ... | Calcutta 


3 
. | 
6 |“ Bardwaén Sanjivani”’... bea ... | Burdwan oe beuses 16th and 22nd April 1879. 
7 |‘ Dacca Prakash”’ ase ws cee | ee 70% | 400 | 20th April 1879. 
8 | “Education Gazette” ... sie ... | Hooghly oes 1,168 {18th — ditto. . 
9 |“ Gramvarté Prakéshika” iin ... | Comercolly ve 200 {12th — ditto. 
10 | “ Hindu Hitaishini”’ pa se ... | Dacca are | 300 {19th ditto. 
11 | “ Hindu Ranjika”’ on on ... | Beauleah, Réjshaéhye... 200 {16th ditto. 
12 | Murshidab4d Pratinidhi” __... ... | Berhampore ed oceans 18th. _ ditto. 
13 | “ Pratikér” " me .. | Ditto oe 2385 |18th ditto. 
14 | ‘*Rangpore Dik Prakish”’ ay ... | Kakinia, Rangpore ... 250 117th — ditto. 
15 | “ Sadharani”’ i a ... | Chinsurah ia 616 | 2 
16 | ‘* Sahachar”’ ep i ... | Calcutta a pewnda 21st ditto. 
17 | ** Samachar Sar” os inn etal 
18 | “ Sanjivani”’ es ... oe | Mymensingh sae was 18th _ ditto. 
19 | “Sulabha Samachar” .... ve ... | Calcutta ve §,500 |19th ditto. 


Tri-weekly. | 
20 | “Samachaér Sudhavarshan” _.... ... | Ditto 
Daily. 


21 |“ Samvad Prabhakar” ...  ...  ...| Ditto ds 550 | 12th and 16th to 24th April 1879. 
22 |‘ Samvad Puirnachandrodaya” ...  ...| Ditto ws singe 17th to 24th April 1879.. 


23 | “ Samachar Chandrika’”’ a ... | Ditto -»| - 625 |12thto19th ditto. 
24 | “Banga Vidyé Prakféshiks” ... ...| Ditto 


ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. 
25 | “ Murshidabad Patriké”’... 


ENGLISH aND Urpv. 
26 | “Urdu Guide” Calcutta 


HInpi. 
Weekly. 


27 .| “ Beh&r Bandhu” Banki 2 

‘ 2 . 92 sige a wae xi pore, Patna eee 509 16th ditto. . 
= : Bharat Mitra sas ees eee eee Calcutta eee eeese6 17th and 24th April 1879. 
| Sar Sudhanidhi jas ie «+ | Ditto wit ie eee 2ist April 1879. - | 


+ «ee | Berhampore nee panes llth April 1879. 


ove 400 {19th — ditto. 


PERSIAN. 
30 | “ Jam-Jahan-numa” re i - | Ditto eee 


| 260 18th ditto. 
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( 2) 


| POLITICAL. 


Baazar Mirza, Wartme on the subject of the Affghan war, the Bharat Mitra, of the 
April 17th, 1879. 17th April, remarks :—It appears from the cir. 
_ — _— cumstances that have recently transpired jn 
Affghanistan, and the preparations that are being made by Yakub Khan, 
that the war will not soon end. Yakub is determined to fight; and the 
British therefore must continue the war, no matter whether they like it or 
not. If they are victorious, they will either have to beat a retreat, as in 
1842, or, for the sake of retaining in their hands “a scientific frontier,” wil] 
have toexpend lakhs of rupees. Ineither case, this country will have to 
bear the expense. | 
ae 9. In reviewing the chief events of the last Bengali year, the Pratiledr 
April 16th, 1870. of the 15th April, thus refers to the Affghan 
ne war:—A. wave from Europe reached India, 
The Russo-Turkish war was now convertedinto the Anglo-Affchan or the 
Indo-Affghan war. And why should not this be the case? If the English 
Exchequer had had to bear the costs of this undertaking, the Ministry could 
never have ventured to declare war. on such a light pretext. Whatever that 
might be, unfortunately for India it was declared, and the costs thrown upon 
the shoulders of this country. England got Cyprus, and, as a consequence, we 
have had to pay for this Affghan war. We went to lay our grievances 
before the Viceroy, but he heaped abuse upon our heads; and we came back 
in silent submission which is characteristic of slaves. 
Dacca Praxass, 8. The Dacca Prakash, of the 20th April, thoroughly approves of the 
Apell $0th, 1878. sentiments of the proclamation recently 
= issued by the Chief Commissioner of Burmah 
in reference to the affairs at Mandalay, and admits the wisdom of the 
moderate policy adopted by the British Government on this occasion. It 
is to be hoped that no extreme measures will be taken before the pacific 
means now pursued have had afair trial and failed. The warlike counsels 
urged on Government by the Huglishman and the Rangoon Times are depre- 
cated with great force. 
Samacuas, 4. We take the following from the Sahachar, of the 21st April:— 
~~ April Sist, 1879. Lord Lytton and the loyalty of the Owing to their ill-luck, the chief ruler of the 
Bengalis. land has become unfavourable to the Bengalis. 
A consideration of the actions of Lord Lytton will show that this unlucky 
people have really incurred his displeasure. Through what sin or ill-luck 
on their part this sad state of things has been brought about it is not easy 
to tell; but there is no reason to doubt the fact. .This is not merely a 
supposition on our part; it is clearly noticeable in the actions of Lord 
Lytton. His Excellency takes every opportunity to give expression to his 
feelings in this matter. The other day, he rebuked the members of the 
British Indian Association ; and now, on a more recent occasion in the course 
of his address at the Convocation of the Senate of the Punjab University, 
he has clearly hinted that the Bengalis are wanting in loyalty. Since the 
Viceroy is so much displeased with the Bengalis, they must have doubtless 
done something to incur his displeasure; but we do not admit that they are 
disloyal. Lord Lytton is gifted with a high order of statecraft: he is al 
eloquent and affable scholar, and possessed of a high sense of duty. He 1s 
also a poet ; but he lacks one of the essential qualifications of the highest ordet 
of poets, namely, an intimate knowledge of the human nature. He has not 
been able to discern the nature of the Bengalis, and has thus set them 
down as disloyal. This is an error. Whatever faults they may have, in the 
matter of loyalty, they do not yield to anybody. Jord Lytton’s prede- 
cessors in office always testified to this. The Sovereign is always. ooked 
upon by them as a god. It is this trait in the national character which 


if” ee uD yy 
¥. . t 4. 
Be ye ae + bse Or a ee iin sae 2 < P 
. " ; Ses ary “ ro fon 8 ones ed - ‘ bt a igh % ee, * Pt. OE ey Rg. . st n + ’ we . 
aO4 . be. nes . Yale se Se _- : , - ee Re ; : 
{ ra » 4 pS oe ¥ s wa Se rb? es y * ais x ae ‘s ce Bt es We ’ 5 ‘ Faager Ce ee ne t _ aS “4 iF - 2 : 
Rites Yee AO CER en Sf Sot Oe Re ee ice BS Late OL ieee 
; C 2 Fite” Sy ee Eee i MED Lae eT eh ty bb PTE FO eee a XP at il 
he he EN? Y Sandan N's rae + ig ge i aS 
3 4 ‘ m vt " / 


( 3.) 
made them submit patiently to the op ressive rule of the Mahomedans 
{t will not do to say that they did this because of their weakness: the seeds 
of sedition, once implanted in the minds of a people, make them desperate 
and reckless of consequences. The Editor then defines “ loyalty,” whith 
he regards as a willingness on the part of a people to abide by the law of 
the land. Now, the Bengalis have never been found wanting in the 
respect. The writings of the Native Press are misconstrued pr g to 
) _. ng to the 
ignorance of the Bengali language on the part of the rulers. Even the 
Vernacular Press Act is an outcome of this ignorance. Lord Lytton as & 
poet, ought to know, though he may not, that the Hindu rhetoric mentions 
a figure of speech by which panegyric may be written, while the words 
employed are those of censure. As to loyalty to the person of the ruler 
the Bengalis possess the full measure of it. After dwelling on their loyal 
devotion to the British Government, the Editor remarks that the irc 
occasionally made by them in the columns of newspapers, and in ‘hin 
rials to Government against public measures, cannot be regarded . 
disloyal. Now that through education they have learnt their : ht nd 
ask the rulers to redeem the pledges already made to them “ey Vi we 
blames a for being a discontented people. But what made shi die 
onset . Doubtless English education imparted to them by the British 

5. We extract the aa observations on the Affghan war from a 
Tho Afighan War. : _ fo cee year 1285 in the same 
mately accrue from this war; al “do we Relieve th o Bee “il eh 
advance against the British lion. Hence it is, that we have ai ; f “as 
= bind as an hse which will not bring us a seh 
ut since there must be war, 
nished with the necessary fins by tae al pet. sie huel 
6. We extract the following from an article on the Zulu war in the 
The Zulu War. Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 22nd April, 1 
which the Editor, after remark readies 
aa eee by many Englishmen as nec ty nse 5 in tee punts in 
quarrel with England, proceeds 
over the English, nothing short of ‘his eubje ati aa def ao wi sotidly the 
Riaih Geatetan © hiaea ae cee juga _ or defeat will satisfy the 
defeated in the Cabul war; but “sithoosh ‘aft : ra deed ths 
anu Fem one end of it to the other with Affehan bled ws 's a. 
of the British nation, owing | Lats “ML 
will this feeling go off Bey Png ong t sll ar pie 
an English representative sits on the eons of th —— ap hareeadae 
broke out in India. The independent Native Pri get vg Mir Md 
of the country did not join the rebels; n : I ducal 7 caging a. 
te pat down ths fates ; nay, almost everybody in India sought 
e infuriated sepoys; and although i ¢ 
country with the bl ; a ough the rulers flooded the 
ood of the fanatic rebels, th ! 
appeased. ver since the occurrence of the S goths pA aahine pw od 
administration has been introduced int a Sepey we, © Mioveus eymem: 6 
Ieleg wade tees into the country, which is every da 
eso. So that, no matter whether the Zulu King 1 dl 
or not, since the British troops have b , d halk ee im sisals gv 
regarded as a culprit, and there will b Ser a oe ae 
throne is subverted’ ill be no mercy shown to him until his 
7. Wetak i . 
: e the following from the opening paragraph of another article 
. The British Government and the 14 the same pa -—Th De } 
Tageendent states on the frontiers of ent kingd : at in (ai gobs — 8 SH 
wad 1. oms within (sic) the territorial jurisdic- 
ritish India, namely, (1) Affghanistan, 
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SaHACHAR, 
April 21st, 1879.° 


ANANDA Bazar 
PaTRIKA, 


April 22nd, 1879. 


Ananypva Bazar 
PaTRIKa. 


Asanpa Bazak 
PaTRIKA, 


April 22nd, 1879. 


MvuRSHIDABAD 
PaTRIKA, 


April 11th, 1879. 


MursHIDABAD 
PaTRIKA. 


MvuRrésHIDABAD 
PaTRIKA. 
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2) Nepal, and (8). Burmah. If Russia had not made her appearanes ; 
Soniral Asia, it is probable the British Government would ee jon a 
forth efforts to. conquer Affghanistan. The rulers never undertake to doa 
thing ‘unless. it promotes their self-interests; and Affghanistan is such ap 
inhospitable country that its conquest is not so difficult as keeping it jp 
subjection. Nepal also does not hold out any temptations for the British - 
while, on the other hand, its conquest is not likely to be easy. The British 
could not defeat the Nepalese in battle; and consequently they found 
it more advantageous to keep a neighbouring power like Nepal in good 
humour than to be quarrelling with it. At any rate, if the Goorkhas had 
not assisted the British Government on the occasion of the Sepoy revolt, the 
latter would have found it difficult to put down the rebels. The British, 
however, have not been indifferent to Burmah, in the affairs of which country 
they have always interfered. 

8. On the same subject, the same paper remarks that, if the Burmese 

The King of Burmah and the British King has really resolved upon annoying the 
y eee ue British lion, his days must then be numbered, 
There have been, however, so many false remours afloat about him that 
nothing ought to be believed until after a careful enquiry. 


PrBiic ADMINISTRATION. 


9. Adverting to the memorial to be presented to Parliament 
The Indian Association on the me Indian Association on the subject of the 
Affghan war and the cotton duties. costs of the Affghan war and the repeal’ of 
the cotton duties, the Murshidabad Patrika, of the llth April, remarks :— 
Of course, there is no harm in making a memorial; but we know it will be 
to no purpose, and means so much waste of time. The Association 
regretted the tone of the Viceroy’s reply to the address of the British Indian 
Association on the seme subjects. The less, however, this matter is discussed 

the better. : Lee 
10. The same paper complains that one of the oldest and the most 
influential of the Native Papers, the Som 
Prakash, has been, through an action of Gov- 
ernment, obliged to stop publication. The public keenly feel the loss. The 
punishment inflicted, instead of proving a wholesome discipline, has destroyed 
it once for all. No notice would have been taken of the offence if it had 
been committed by a paper published in the English language. As it is, the 


Government and the Som Prakédsh. 


Som Prakdsh has died for its efforts to serve a poor language, namely, the 


Bengali. The paper can now be revived only if Lord Lytton, in his gene- 
rosity, chooses todo so. | 
11. The same paper observes, in reference to section 12 of the Pleaders 
and Mukhtars’ Bill, that it will deprive the 
mukhtars of a long enjoyed and just privilege, 
namely, the custom of receiving commissions “on remuneration paid to 
legal practitioners.” Should the provisions of this section be carried out, 
there would be considerable hardship occasioned to them. It is really to be 
regretted that, although they have to undergo certain prescribed examinations 
and pay fees for enrolment as mukhtars, no rights sanctioned by law have 
been. conferred upon them. The salaries allowed them by their clients are 
exceedingly low, while the work demanded is vast. That they have continued 
to practise, all this notwithstanding, is owing to the fact that the low remu- 
neration granted them by the clients could so long be supplemented by the 
commissions obtained from the legal practitioners. The Bill now aims a 


The Pleaders’ and Mukhtars’ Bill. 


the closing of this source of income. Properly considered, there is nothing 


immoral in the practice of granting commissions to the mukhtars. The 
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ayment is nothing more than r ati Sai | 
they render to the Hirer The wile cadise Gon for the assistance 
a —" upon the duly qualified wekbene act ier ot me 
uarde aw. : : : elr priviueges 
aie y law. The subject should receive the attention of the Léon: 

‘19. We extract the following observatio ; 
io a Press Act and the Trdoas me reg a a the 
, which the leading events of the B Sem beds 
1285, that has just closed, are reviewed Rvat At th | h le engali year 
eal, 50 far as native papers were concerned, cloud Se 
volitical horizon, and, towards the end > s gathered thick on the 
end, the thunderbolt of the V 
Press Act fell on the head of the Som Prakash, the leadi e Vernacular 
reduced him to ashes. This sad incident of th leg ge og ge heme 
will remain a deep and ineffaceable blot pt ag a ee 
and on the administration of Lord Lytton ‘A the annals of British India 
present Kali age, the evil 20 seaguiadeniias : = be have it, in the 
Ssae the latter; amd the three evils which mad 5 1e good that it is three 
were (1) the taking away of the liberty of the Native Fain tha sod ge 
giving expression to public opinion ; (2) the disernal ee 
(3) the throwing of obstacles in the way of makin po Sisal ti el 
evils may have been represented by (1) drought Fa memorials ; or the three 
calamities ; (2) the indescribable Be Mego jem amines, and cther natural 
caused by the operation of the license-tax and agro celle = 
great calamities of war, &c. But this is not ih er imposts ; and (3) the 
show that the change which has of late tak i 1 Bg: Bo recog hone 
British Government in three points appeared ay oe re o the policy of the 
year— (1). The distrust, on the part of teak striking light during last 
people. This distrust first manifested itself in 1858, com bantam tre Brac 
development last year. It was this which gave bi fey eaten: comet 
we and the Arms’ Act. (2). The sppeale of th tothe ‘Vernacular: Press 
at had shown itself in many directions in in a3 ° a of the progress 
ment which, for the last hundred years past Rg " r course of improve- 
Tadia of different public measures and und Ean Ramee nae Fovieees Oy 
odia was slowly waking from her sleep of ages ti hee influence of which 
ere this many sided improvement, shyeleal ~f t al vo om 
a ge re 4 effected by means of education li oe "% nd political, 
The Ver the courtesy of the ruling race was at nglishmen, good 
to b ee Press, the chief auxiliary of ‘this im rashes ba 
ds ae luced to a critical condition. (3). The rigor provement, was the first 
es all ln en Tatine phalabiention oa thie sores policy which was inau- 
— of great danger to this country. Ther th 1877 has become a 
it a ae aere portion of the British Masien og! » India has 
ie “ 4 ha ab ra ee in relation to the tte f bt fee 
state of unrest. urope nave 
a of the deep and incomprehensible bs A of Lord Bear, affected by the 
eed or country is to be made to pay the whole cost — in Europe, 
the is an outcome of that policy. To the sam sts of the Affghan war, 
rad or age to reduce the armies of the Native “Pri ae 039 eet 
a elgg oe an See the increasingly difficult and pee a cd acm ot 
Hac ministration. ‘The costs of the administrati sip dpacadeadecn 
increased that, even with the proceeds of ‘the er a ee 
uck dry the life blood of SLner. .cppneeaire 
a , 

bats Re rege taxes are causing a. - seeenges is 90 penne 
duction of _ country, as witness the Surat ie ae + and discontent 
of mperialism has not been beneficial in any on year. The intro- 


BaRpWArN SanJIVARYI, 


April 15th, 1879. 
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Baarat Minute, 


Baarat Mriare. 


April 16th, 1879. - : 
' The Education Department. 


( 6 ) 


13. We extract the following from along editorial in the Bhdrat Mibiy 
of the 15th April, containing a Review of the 
leading events of the last Bengali year:— Exe 

in the matter of education, in no other department of the administration 
could the country be regarded as fortunate during the period under reyjew 
The Education Department had long been neglected by Government;'ang 
educated young men were obliged to betake themselves to other professions 
than service therein. Much, however, was done last year in this connection 
by the introduction of grades among the subordinate officers, the establish. 


ment of scholarships for females, and the re-investment by Sir Ashley Eden 


of educational officers with all their former powers. 

The present Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is universally acknoy. 
ledged to be an able and active person: 
and although he has not caused any mighty 
revolutions in the administration, still, in certain matters, he is making a 
slow onward movement. He is not indifferent to the claims of natives to 
high appointments in the publicservice. It is during his administration, that 
a Mahomedan gentleman, a Subordinate Judge, has been made an Additional 
Judge. It moreover appears likely that His Honor will be able to remove, even 
though it were to some extent, the accumulated scandals in the Road Cess 
Department, wherein he has ordered the appointment of native in place of 
the European Engineers. If his orders are not allowed to become a dead 


Sir Ashley Eden. 


letter, great improvement is likely to be secured in this branch of the public 


service. His Honor has displayed great firmness in the matter of the 


~Nuddea Road Cess embezzlements. He would never have lost the affection 


of the people of this country if his treatment of the Native Newspapers 
and of the Calcutta Municipality had not been so harsh, narrow, and unjust. 
Although the Meherpore case did not lead to any satisfactory results, still 
there was no lack of efforts on the part of Sir Ashley Eden to make a search- 
ing investigation. 

In the deadly contest which took place between Russia and Turkey, 

| the latter had hopes of aid from England. 
Pt alga warandthepart Phe English Cabinet, however, when the time 
for action came, contented themselves with 
only making a military demonstration at Malta, while the dismemberment 
of Turkey was proceeding apace. Beyond attending to their own interests, 
they did nothing for the sinking power. As a consequence of the secret 
support, however, which England had promised to Turkey, the Amir Shere 
Ali died as an exile, while the people of Affghanistan lost their ancient inde- 
pendence at the hands of the British. 

Hardly has the war in Affghanistan come to an end, when difficulties 
have cropped up in Burmah. The horrible 
and brutal atrocities perpetrated by the king 
are unparalled in history, and are such as may put to shame even the shade of 
an Aurungzebe. The sending of a British regiment has been most oppot- 
tune. The king desires to enter into a treaty ; but we do not see how there 
could be a treaty with such an inhuman monster. Outraged humanity 
demands his dethronement. The period of Lord Beaconsfield’s rule is not 
to be a quiet one; and it is not only in India that his fireworks have beet 
displayed. There is a Zulu war in Africa. co 

Two Acts passed last year have cast a stain on the annals of the British 


administration in India. A new policy has 
ee shown itself in the work of administration 
ever since Lord Lytton came to this country, and it was inaugurated om 


A war with Burmah. 


Legislation. 


the Ist January 1877. Force is the principle of this policy, which the 
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ment of India has sedulously sought to carry out in all its actions. 
Wisene was 80 long regarded as im possibilities under the British Govern- 
ment in India, even things which were not even dreamt of, have all 
been possible, nay practicable, under the administration of Lord Lytton. 


After the Vernacular Press and the Arms’ Acts, there is nothing impossible 
with the British administration in India. 
Manchester has gained her end; and the Government of India by 
Barres eranting a partial remission of the cotton duties 
ae yea RURORARR RR has shown an instance of unexampled (?) justice. 
The Exchequer is empty ; there is war on the Western Frontiers of India ; 
while, for the purposes of ordinary contingent expenditure, a loan is to be 


‘ncurred ; and yet Government has, in one breath, thrown away a revenue of 


90 lakhs of rupees a year. In seeking to represent the above in temperate 
though firm language to Her Majesty’s representative, the members of the 
British Indian Association, a time-honored institution, have been dishonored. 
We are indeed fortunate if the occurrence of no new evil be regarded as a 
fortunate circumstance. There has been no income tax, but it is not known 
how long the Affghan war will continue, or how far its effects will reach. 

14. The Hindu Hitaishini, of the 19th April, directs the attention of 
Government to a fearful increase of intemper- 
ance at the present time among all classes of the 
people. The country is being ruined by the prevalence of this vice ; even women 
have taken to it. ‘The indifference of the authorities, and the introduction of 
the outstill system, which brings spirituous liquors within the easy reach of all, 
have had much to do with the increase of theevil. Considering that Govern- 
ment has passed a law for the punishment of gambling, it is strange that the 
spread A a vice more injurious in its effects than the former should be left 
unnoticed. 

15. The Sddhdrant, of the 20th April, remarks, in reference to the 
Vernacular Press Act, that, although when the 
measure was passed, the Editor had for some 
time given way to despondency, he, however, soon perceived that Govern- 
ment had taken that cruel step only under the influence of an error which it 
would hasten to lay aside as soon as it was convinced of itsnature. It was 
felt that the Act would either be amended, or serve merely as an up-lifted 
rod to warn, and not unduly directed to crush the Native Editors; and the 
reasons for thinking thus were—(1) The earnest manner in which the educated 
natives protested against the measure, held meetings, and sent memorials to 
Parliament. (2) The apparent leniency shown by Government after the 
Act had been passed. The order issued by the local Government to the 
Editors to enter into bail-bonds was cancelled at the instance of the 
Governor-General. All this seemed to produce an impression that the 
authorities had relented. (8) The creation of the office of Press Com- 
missioner. Although the functions of this officer are not even yet clearly 
intelligible to the native public, still the knowledge that there was now an 
adviser whose good offices might be relied upon in case of any difficulty 
served to strengthen the editors in their views regarding the attitude of 
Government towards the Vernacular Press Act. (4) The circumstance that 
many eminent officers of Government were opposed to the Act; and (5) The 
small majority which, in Parliament, voted in favour of the measure. 


The prevalence of intemperance. 


Act IX of 1878. 


EDUCATION. 


16. The Sahachar, of the 21st April, is informed that this year the 


_ Extension of the summer vacation heat is oppressive in the 24-Pergunnahs, 
in schools recommended. 
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GRaMVARTA 


PRaKASHIKA, 
April 12th, 1879. 


‘to from the lack of any arrangement on the 


ey 


Gya, and other districts of Bengal. In this connection the writer sug 

that, instead of closing th stdmedlodal institutions in the cold cent, Gk 
the practice at present, the summer vacation should be extended to two 
months; for the crowding of a large number of boys and teachers in one 
place in this hot season is both inconvenient and injurious to health. The 
attention of the Director of Public Instruction 1s called to this matter, 


LOocaL. 


17. The Syudpore correspondent of the Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 
12th April, directs the attention of Govern: 
ment to the inconvenience the passengers on the 
Northen Bengal State Railway are subjected 
part of the authorities of the 
railway to supply drinking water or refreshments at the different stations, 
It is said that there are men appointed to supply the first-named article in 
some of the principal stations, but, asa matter of fact, they are not found 
when wanted ; while, regarding the latter, the high fees which Mr. Drury, the 
Traffic Superintendent, is said to levy from the purveyors of confectionery, 
prevent them from serving the passergers on the station platforms. 

18. The Bhdrat Mthir, of the 15th April, remarks:—Not a drop of 
rain has fallen during the last two months in 
| Mymensingh. No one has been able to sow 
the aus. What was sown before has all been parched by the heat. The 
prices are steadily rising. Famine is an unavoidable contingency. 

19. The Sddhdrani, of the 20th April, complains of the wretched 

state of the roads in the Chinsurah and 
sly Hooghly Municipality, which are perfectly 

covered up with dust. The ways of Govern- 
ment are indeed mysterious: while there is a Sanitary Commissioner who 
annually publishes long reports, the population is being decimated by 
plagues, and no notice is taken of the matter. Krishnaghur is being 
denuded of its inhabitants by small-pox; and the medical officer is said 
to have attributed this scourge to the accumulation of dust on the roads in 
the town. There is the same complaint in Chinsurah, but it is unheeded. 
The police, an inefficient and all-devouring body, is a hobby of the 
authorities. The writer, in conclusion, asks Mr. Cornish, the Magistrate, to 
entrust BabuShyamadhav Raya with the affairs of the Municipality. 

20. The Sahachar, of the 21st April, has the following :—We regret 

The Baidyabati Police to hear that, as was the case with the old 

Howrah police, the inhabitants of Baidyabati 

have had great misunderstanding and quarrel with the local police. Thisis 

‘not desirable. We trust that Government will be pleased to enquire into the 
matter, and attend to the removal of the complaints of the inhabitants. 


MIscELLANEOUS. 
21. The Grémvdrtd Prakdshikd, of the 12th April, in a_ pathetic 
The farewell address of the Grim. article, takes leave of its readers. The paper 
rtd. has been in existence for the last sixteen 


years, and during this long period, through adversity, debt, and other VICiSéI- 
tudes, has manfully sought to do its duty. In the course of its journ- 


Grievances of passengers on the 
Northern Bengal State Railway. 


High prices in Mymensingh. 


Roads in the Chinsurah and Hoo 
Municipality. 


. alistic career, it has expc.ed many cases of oppression and rendered great 


service to the public in other ways. But now, owing to the indifference of 
its subscribers, nay from their positive dishonesty and their silent refusal to 
pay what they owe, it has been obliged to shut up shop. ‘This is the last 
issue of the weekly Grdmvdrtd. The Editor will henceforth devote bi 
energies to the improvement of the monthly journal of the same name, 
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‘-h he hopes to make a perfectly readable-magazine. -After addressing & 
be gee oy to his defaulting subscribers, through whose action the paper 
‘5 thus obliged to come to a premature end, the Editor dwells on the lack 
of sympathy on the part of Government with the struggling Native Press. 
The discontinuance of the weekly reports to. ‘the Native Editors, the pass- 
ing of the Vernacular Press Act, and the disfavour with which Ben li news- 
papers are, as rule, viewed by the authorities, are noticed with much regret. 

99. In another article, the same paper dwells on the poverty of the 

| people. In fact, this is almost the only blot 
coerulea Je upon the otherwise beneficent British rule 
under which justice is impartially administered. The high prices have 
occasioned considerable hardship to the poor. At the present time, the 
existing means of earning a livelihood are not sufficient for the people. 
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April 13th, 1879. 


Owing to the gradual diminution, on the one hand, in the fertility of the 


soil, and an increase of population on the other, agriculture alone fails to 
supply the growing wants of the country. Add to this, that it is ina back- 
ward condition. What commerce the country has, is not in the hands of 
the natives; while arts and manufactures have been ruined through foreign 
competition. The people hardly ever obtain high appointments in the 
public service. Even clerkships are becoming day by day less available. 
‘Phere is no admission into the military service allowed to the natives. In 
view of this state of things, it is not to be wondered at that the country 
is poor. Poverty is the source of all other.miseries; and we ask -the 
British Government to remove it. If this could be done, the present rule 
would be unsurpassed in excellence. The people are really attached to it, 
but owing to their poverty they complain, and, in doing so, occasionally 
express themselves in a disagreeable way. 
23. .The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 15th April, comes out in an enlarged 
The Bhdrat Mihir in an enlargea form, and thus explains the reasons which led 
form. him to take this step:—In these evil days 
which have now come upon the Native Press, when Act 1X is burning in all 
its fury, why does the Bharat Mihir, instead of being frightened, come out 
in an enlarged form? If the days of the Native Press have really come 
to an end, what is the use of decorating the body when death is at hand? 
The question is not an unnatural one. We do not know what reply can be 
given to it; nor are we desirous of making any on the present occasion. 
Of one thing, however, we are firmly assured, namely, that the Power which 
created two hundred millions of human beings in this poor and conquered 
country is not indifferent to their welfare; that it has not been content 
with only having forged chains of iron for them. Nothing can now hinder 
the progress which has, after the sufferings of ages, set in in India. Neither 
laws, nor any other acts of Government, can ever extinguish the power of 
society. Under the influence of English civilization, and through contact 
with Englishmen, a new force, the force of society, has appeared in this 
country ; while the people have felt a new impetus in the direction of im- 
provement. ‘This power and thisimpetus, divided in many directions and in 
Various forms, are working in society and manifesting their existence in 
different ways, such as the newspaper, the association, the school, and the con- 
versation. ‘This force cannot be put down. Ifit were possible to destroy all the 
schools in the country in one day ; if it were possible to extinguish all the 
accumulated learning and wisdom of a century in one moment; and if it were 


Burarat Mrzursz, 
April 16th, 1879. 


possible to dissociate our hearts and souls with all their faculties from our body . 


and drown them in the waters of oblivion, then only would it be possible for 
. to imagine the extinction of this social energy. It is for this that we have 
aith in ‘the progress and future of this country; that we believe that no 
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( 10 ) 
repressive measures will be powerful enough to cause it to retrace its steps, 


‘And if the force of public opinion continues, oe also will continue 
“Why should we then despair of life from fear o : 
ive despair because the Som Prakdsh is gone? If Bengal has any ex; 


Act IX? Why should 


ence on the map of the world, then, in the fulness of time, there will spri 


into existence ten Som Prakdshes in lieu of the one that has gone. §o long 
as the Bengali language continues, must native newspapers continue. [If the 
administration really seeks the good of this country, Act IX will not long 
remain unamended. ‘The discontinuance of the Som Prakdsh, if not ay 

other circumstance, has doubtless convinced. Lord Lytton of the error that 
was committed in passing Act IX. If the Act be put in force for some time 


longer, all the able and old newspapers will gradually disappear. Certainly 


Lord Lytton does not desire such a result. The Editor then invites the 
co-operation of his readers, subscribers, and correspondents in his efforts t 
make the paper a first-class journal in astern Bengal. 

24. Referring to the recurrence of famines and the poverty of the 
people, the same paper asks Government to 
direct its attention to the improvement of the 
agriculture and economic condition of the country. Government should 
in this matter take the initiative, as it has done in the case of education, and 
the people will then follow. Agricultural colleges should be set up. 
95. In another article, the same paper gives the substance of 
Mr. Hyndeman’s article in the Mimeteenth 
Century on the Bankruptcy of India, and 


Famines and agriculture. 


Mr. Hyndeman on the poverty of 
India. 


approves of the suggestions of that writer. The Editor asks Government to 


reduce the expenses of the administration by substituting native for European 
labour, to attend to the improvement of the agriculture of the country, and 
to curtail the Home andthe Army charges. India isnot England; and hence 
it is that things are done in this country which would never be tolerated in 
England. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ma. & BL, 


Bengali Translator. 
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The 26th April 1879. 
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